Adopted … and never disowned
The Creator of the universe addresses you as an affectionate Father. If you separate from
the world in your affections, and remain free from its contamination, escaping the corruption
that is in the world through lust, God will be your Father, He will adopt you into His family,
and you will be His heir. In place of the world, He will give you, for a life of obedience, the
kingdom under the whole heavens. He will give you an eternal weight of glory and a life that is
as enduring as eternity. {2T 44.1}
We are His Sons and Daughters
I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty. 2 Cor. 6:17, 18.
The Creator of the universe addresses you as an affectionate Father.... Your heavenly
Father proposes to make you a member of the royal family, that through His exceeding great
and precious promises you may be a partaker of the divine nature.... The more you partake of
the character of the pure, sinless angels, and of Christ your Redeemer, the more vividly will you
bear the impress of the divine, and the more faint will be the resemblance to the world.
"I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters...." What a promise is here made upon condition of obedience!.... He promises to be a
Father unto you. Oh, what a relationship is this! higher and holier than any earthly tie. If you
make the sacrifice, if you have to forsake father, mother, sisters, brothers, wife, and children for
Christ's sake, you will not be friendless. God adopts you into His family; you become members
of the royal household, sons and daughters of the King who rules in the heaven of heavens.
If you call God your Father, you acknowledge yourselves His children, to be guided by
His wisdom, and to be obedient in all things, knowing that His love is changeless. You will
accept His plan for your life. As children of God, you will hold His honor, His character, His
family, His work, as the objects of your highest interest. It will be your joy to recognize and
honor your relation to your Father, and to every member of His family.
God is our Father, a tender parent, solicitous for His spiritual children. He is pledged to be
the protector, counsellor, guide, and friend, of all who are obedient to Him. {SD 14}
Those who receive Him and believe in Him become the spiritual children of God. They
are adopted into the royal family, and as they seek to do the will of God, they become
conformed into His image. {SD 230}
No man receives holiness as a birthright, or as a gift from any other human being.
Holiness is the gift of God through Christ. Those who receive the Saviour become sons of God.
They are His spiritual children, born again, renewed in righteousness and true holiness. Their
minds are changed. With clearer vision they behold eternal realities. They are adopted into
God's family, and they become conformed to His likeness, changed by His Spirit from glory to
glory. From cherishing supreme love for self, they come to cherish supreme love for God and
for Christ. . . . Accepting Christ as a personal Saviour, and following His example of selfdenial--this is the secret of holiness. {AG 120.4}

