Are we ready for Heaven?
Excerpts from Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, pp. 131-133
Why is it so hard to lead a self-denying, humble life? Because many are not
dead to the world…. They have a disposition to dress and act as much like the
world as possible and yet go to heaven. Such climb up some other way. They
do not enter through the strait gate and narrow way.
For people on their death bed, the great inquiry is: “Am I prepared to die?
Am I prepared to appear before God in judgment, and pass the grand review?”
Ask them then how they feel about decorating their bodies, and if they have
any sense of what it is to be prepared to appear before God, they will tell you
that if they could take back and live over the past, they would correct their lives,
shun the follies of the world, its vanity and pride, and would adorn the body
with modest apparel, and set an example to all around them. They would live
to the glory of God.
Why are so few interested in their eternal welfare? Earth attracts them, its
treasures seem of worth to them. They find enough to engross the mind, and
have no time to prepare for heaven. Satan is ever ready to plunge them deeper
and deeper into difficulty; as soon as one perplexity and trouble is off the mind,
he begets within them an unholy desire for more of the things of earth; and
thus their time passes, and, when it is too late, they see that they have gained
nothing substantial. They have grasped at shadows and lost eternal life.
While you make yourselves appear like the world, and as beautiful as you can,
remember that the same body may in a few days be food for worms. And while
you adorn it to your taste, to please the eye, you are dying spiritually.
Jesus is coming; and will He find a people conformed to the world? Will He
acknowledge these as His people that He has purified unto Himself? Oh, no.
None but the pure and holy will He acknowledge as His. Those who have been
purified and made white through suffering, and have kept themselves separate,
unspotted from the world, He will own as His. {1T 133.1}

